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Dallas and Ruby

"YOU JUSL CILICT arc for i
fown or you're on the outside loni
ng in,” a Dallas business leade
1ns observed. Dallas is a cily o
hassionate “boosterism”—its citi
bons are quick to talk up “Bif
>'s" virtues and just as quick tq
briztle at ecriticism. It is also A
klrongly conservative and con
formist city.

After the shootings in Dalla
ast November of John F. Ken
fiedy and his alleged assassin, Lo
I, Oswald, many citlzens aske
publicly whether the city had beey
caught up In a “climate of hate.
Farle Cabell declared
‘ICach of us must search his heart
hsking whether by any tntemper

[Oswald's] mind across the brind
hbf Insanity.” But as Dallas cam
nder stinging  worldwide criti
cism, publle discussion focused oif
hncans of rebuilding the city'
‘image.” ) )

Last week the climate of opinior
in Dallas was a plvotal question
n court proceedings . involvin
Tack Ruby, killer of Lee Oswal
Ruby's attorncys asked that hi

hte word or deed he helped pusy .

. pelect an unprejudiced jury. He

. prejudiced jury, he said, would be,

y

_yald was never directly or in-

frind e moved from Dallas,
fuoeting that the clty's leaders
wontad to make Ruby the scape-
»it and wash away “the sins of
37* They hrought in a parade
+f nesses to testify that Ruby
aild nol get a fair trial in Dallas.
On Iriday, Judee Joe B, Brown
pul. off a final decision on moving
Fhe trial pending an attempt to

i 2

=

wdered that the trial begin {o- |
nerrew as planned, with the ques-
Lioning of  prospective  jurors.
Whether they could pick an un-

‘the true test” of the atmosphere
n  Dallas,

In Washington last week the
bpecial Presidential commission ine
restigating the assassination heard
ts second witness—Mrs. Marguer-
te Oswald, 58, Lee Oswald's moth-
r. For three days she argued her
on’s innocence, disagrecing with
pis widow's conclusion that he was
Euilty. “She's telling her story in
fer own way, from beginning to
nd,” sald Chlef Justice Warren.
[Te said “she has not given us any
acts that would change the pic-
urce as we know it.” Mrs. Oswald |
old reporters her son was a CLA.
gent “set up to take the blame”
or the assassination. C.LA, chict
ohn McCone declared: “Lee Os-

irectly linked with the C.LA» ﬂ
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